
 
 
 

Susan B. Anthony (1820–1906) 
 

 

 

American Campaigner against slavery and for the 
promotion of women’s and workers’ rights. She began 
campaigning within the temperance movement and this 
convinced her of the necessity for women to have the vote. 
She toured the US giving countless speeches on the subjects 
of human rights. 

 

 

https://www.biographyonline.net/women/susan-b-anthony.html


 
 
 

Florence Nightingale (1820–1910) 
 

 

 

By serving in the Crimean war, Florence Nightingale 
was instrumental in changing the role and perception of the 
nursing profession. Her dedicated service won widespread 
admiration and led to a significant improvement in the 
treatment of wounded soldiers. 

 
 

https://www.biographyonline.net/humanitarian/florence-nightingale-2.html


 
 
 

 
Marie Curie (1867-1934) 

 
 

 
 

Marie Skłodowska Curie was a Polish and naturalized-
French physicist and chemist who conducted pioneering 
research on radioactivity. She was the first woman to win a 
Nobel Prize in 1903, the first person and only woman to win 
twice, and the only person to win a Nobel Prize in two 
different sciences. 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

Emily Dickinson (1830–1886) 
 

 
 

One of America’s greatest poets, Emily Dickinson lived 
most of her life in seclusion. Her poems were published 
posthumously and received widespread literary praise for 
their bold and unconventional style. Her poetic style left a 
significant legacy on 20th Century poetry. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.biographyonline.net/poets/emily_dickinson.html


 
 
 

Helen Keller (1880–1968) 
 

 
 

American social activist. At the age of 19 months, Helen 
became deaf and blind. Overcoming the frustration of losing 
both sight and hearing she campaigned tirelessly on behalf 
of deaf and blind people. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biographyonline.net/women/helen-keller.html


 
 
 

Coco Chanel (1883–1971) 

 
 

French fashion designer. One of the most innovative 
fashion designers, Coco Chanel was instrumental in defining 
feminine style and dress during the 20th Century. Her ideas 
were revolutionary; in particular she often took traditionally 
male clothes and redesigned them for the benefit of women. 
 

 

 

https://www.biographyonline.net/artists/coco-chanel.html


 
 
 

Katharine Hepburn (1907–2003) 
 

 
 

American actress. An iconic figure of twentieth Century 
film, Katharine Hepburn won four Oscars and received over 
twelve Oscar nominations. Her lifestyle was unconventional 
for the time and through her acting and life, she helped 
redefine traditional views of women’s roles in society. 
 



 
 
 

Mother Teresa (1910–1997) 
 

 

 

Albanian nun and charity worker. Devoting her life to 
the service of the poor and dispossessed Mother Teresa 
became a global icon for selfless service to others. Through 
her Missionary of Charities organization, she personally 
cared for thousands of sick and dying people in Calcutta. She 
was awarded the Nobel Peace prize in 1979. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biographyonline.net/nobelprize/mother_teresa.html


 
 
 

Rosa Parks (1913–2005) 
 

 
 

American civil rights activist. Rosa Parks’ refusal to give 
up her bus seat in Montgomery, Alabama, indirectly led to 
some of the most significant civil rights legislation of 
American history. She sought to play down her role in the 
civil rights struggle but for her peaceful and dignified 
campaigning she became one of the most well respected 
figures in the civil rights movements. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.biographyonline.net/humanitarian/rosa-parks.html


 
 
 

Billie Holiday (1915–1959) 
 

 
 

American jazz singer. Given the title “First Lady of the 
Blues” Billie Holiday was widely considered to be the 
greatest and most expressive jazz singer of all time. Her 
voice was moving in its emotional intensity and poignancy. 
Despite dying at the age of only 44, Billie Holiday helped 
define the jazz era and her recordings are still widely sold 
today. 
 

https://www.biographyonline.net/music/billie-holiday.html


 
 
 

Indira Gandhi (1917–1984) 
 

 
 

        First female prime minister of India. She was in power 
from between 1966–77 and 1980–84. Accused of 
authoritarian tendencies she only narrowly avoided a 
military coup by agreeing to hold an election at the end of 
the “emergency period” of 1977. She was assassinated in 
1984 by her Sikh bodyguards, in response to her storming of 
the Golden Temple. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.biographyonline.net/politicians/indian/indira-gandhi.html


 
 
 

Wangari Maathai (1940–2011) 
 

 
 

        Kenyan-born environmentalist, pro-democracy activist 
and women’s rights campaigner. She was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize for efforts to prevent conflict through protection 
of scarce resources. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biographyonline.net/women/wangari-maathai.html


 
 
 

Billie Jean King (1943–) 
 

 
 

       American tennis player. Billie Jean King was one of the 
greatest female tennis champions, who also battled for equal 
pay for women. She won 67 professional titles including 20 
titles at Wimbledon. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biographyonline.net/sport/tennis/billie-jean-king.html


 
 
 

Sojourner Truth (1797-1883) 
 

 
 

       An African-American abolitionist and women's rights 
activist. Truth was born into slavery in Swartekill, Ulster 
County, New York, but escaped with her infant daughter to 
freedom in 1826. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Harriet Tubman (1820-1913) 
 

 
 

      Tubman escaped from slavery in 1849 and became a 
famous “conductor” of the Underground Railroad. Tubman 
risked her life to lead hundreds of slaves to freedom using 
that secret network of safe houses. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biography.com/people/harriet-tubman-9511430


 
 
 

Oprah Winfrey (1954- ) 
 

 
 

       An American media executive, actress, talk show host, 
television producer and philanthropist. She is best known 
for her talk show The Oprah Winfrey Show, which was the 
highest-rated television program of its kind in history and 
was nationally syndicated from 1986 to 2011 in Chicago. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

Sally Kristen Ride (1951-2012)  
 

 
 

      An American astronaut, physicist, and engineer. Born in 
Los Angeles, she joined NASA in 1978 and became the first 
American woman in space in 1983. Ride was the third 
woman in space overall, after USSR cosmonauts Valentina 
Tereshkova and Svetlana Savitskaya. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

Malala Yousafzai (1997 - ) 
 

 

 

      Pakistani schoolgirl who defied threats of the Taliban to 
campaign for the right to education. After surviving an 
assassination attempt, she became a leading advocate for 
women’s rights, especially the right to education. She has 
sought to emphasize the peaceful nature of Islam and the 
respect Islam has for education. 

https://www.biographyonline.net/women/malala.html

